CHMBuildBuzz
Mid-Year Newsletter

Mrs. Rosa C.,Wheelchair Ramp Recipient
Volunteer Team: Harvest Baptist Church
September 2020

A message from Don Taylor, Executive Director
Are you tired of that mask? Tired of those hand sanitizers and not getting those special hugs? We all are, but we must get through this as
people who care for one another and treat others as Jesus taught us. Because our volunteer base was not able to work with us in the
spring and early summer, our backlog has doubled. Those that really need help have been struggling.
This is no one’s fault as we all try and get through this very unique situation supporting one another. We did a few emergency builds in
the spring at the request of our referring agencies but with precautions in place, did not really start building again until July . We are not
going in our clients’ homes unless required to look at possible repairs and our site visits are all done with masks and social distancing. We
are conducting our client interviews over the phone.
In 2019, we had completed 54 projects by June 30. This year we only completed 20 for the same time period—less than 50%. We were
fortunate to have church teams from Bethesda UMC and Asbury UMC work with us in July to
complete 14 projects over a 2 week period. Asbury UMC completed 10 on their own.
We are currently working with the four county health departments and PRMC to develop a
Healthy Homes Initiative. The health of someone’s home is a good predictor of future health.
As we all try to age in place, our homes become a major factor in our ongoing health and falls
are the leading cause of death in adults over 65. In 2019, our clients reduced their falls from
121 to 9 after we completed our work. How many lives did we save or serious injuries were
avoided? Our findings also show a significant reduction in hospital admissions and
emergency room visits and hundreds of thousands of dollars in reduced cost.
Having a safe work environment for our clients and volunteers is crucial. Having volunteers
join us and take the necessary precautions and donors offering their support is critical to
meeting the needs of the 54 clients on our waiting list. What are you willing to do?

527 Projects
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8,913 Volunteers
57,517 Volunteer Hours
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Wheelchair Ramp Project for Pauline D.

Unexpected Obstacles

Volunteers: Asbury Service Project
Project Performed in Wicomico County on June 20th

While CHM operations were mainly shut down this spring, a
shortage of pressure treated lumber (the primary material
used in CHM projects) developed and prices skyrocketed.
The lumber shortage resulted from both decreased supply
and increased demand. The supply shortage can be traced
to a wetter than normal spring causing difficulties for forest
harvesting crews. Disruptions in the supply chain due to
COVID-19, also caused shutdowns in sawmill operations as
well as the plants producing the chemically treated lumber.
On the demand side, with more people staying home and
spending less, there has been a sharp increase in the
amount of home improvement projects on top of normal
commercial demand for lumber. The shortage is expected
to last into the winter. Just recently, the Town of Ocean City
announced they would be delaying the first phase of the redecking of the Boardwalk scheduled for this fall until the fall
of 2021 due to both the huge increase in lumber cost and
the uncertainty of supply at any cost.

“We are blessed to have had our
Operations Staff team in place before
the pandemic shut things down”
Rick Nelson, Operations Director

Mrs. Pauline D., age 89, is a widow with four children and three
grandchildren. After raising her children, she worked at the A&P
grocery store until she retired. About a year ago she fell and broke
her hip and is now confined to a wheelchair and experiencing other
health issues as well. Without a ramp, it required two of her
children to get her in and out of the house and down a set of stairs.

Rick Nelson, CHM’s Operations Director, estimates material
costs have risen by at least 40%. Although he does note that
recently CHM has been most fortunate to have some great
youth teams step up and work on projects, he has also had
to use more paid labor in completing projects as the threat
of COVID-19 has diminished the availability of volunteers.
“We are blessed to have had our Operations Staff team in
place before the pandemic shut things down”, says Rick.

After the project was performed we received the most amazing
thank you letter from her children:
“This letter is to express our tremendous appreciation for the
splendid wheelchair ramp that your organization and your
volunteers built recently for our mother, Pauline. The crews
worked through three days of brutal summer heat, risking their
own health and well-being, in order to complete construction of
one of the most beautiful and well-made wheelchair ramps we've
ever seen. Without your help and the self-sacrifice of the
volunteers, it would have been simply impossible to have this
ramp. It will make life and transportation so much simpler,
easier, and much more pleasant. Words can only begin to express
our gratitude. You are all truly a blessing to us, this community and
to all the other recipients of your gifts and your hard work. Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts.”

The need for services has not diminished. There are over
50 approved client projects on the waiting list. CHM is
doing all it can to facilitate as many projects as possible.
Given the current environment of rising lumber and labor
costs as well as limitations on the availability of volunteer
teams, it appears that it could take nine months or more to
get those much-needed projects done. Please consider
making a financial contribution or volunteering to help us
overcome some of these hurdles.
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CHM Partners with Salisbury University Residence Life and Staff to
perform 500th Project

On August 8th Chesapeake Housing Mission (CHM) completed their
500th home repair project, the construction of a wheelchair ramp
leading up to the front door of Mrs. Madeline W.’s home in
Wicomico County, a safer alternative to the steps that have become
increasingly difficult for her to negotiate. Madeline, a 73-year-old
widow, has been in her residence for 30 years. She worked for the
Grumman Corporation in New York and relocated to Salisbury when
Grumman opened a plant in Salisbury in 1985.

Due to some underlying health conditions that developed later in
life, Madeline uses a wheelchair in her home and a walker outside of
the home. Bay Area Center for Independent Living evaluated
Madeline’s situation and submitted an application for home repair to
CHM which was subsequently approved. The wheelchair ramp was
completed by a volunteer team of Salisbury University Residence Life
and staff – Madeline is so grateful for their service as she hopes to
continue living safely in her home for many more years to come. “It
is just wonderful!” exclaimed Madeline when asked about the ramp.
“This is a life saver. It will give me a bit of my independence back.”
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Wheelchair Ramp Project for Elizabeth L.

Volunteers: Bethesda UMC Student Ministries
Project Performed in Wicomico County on July 8th

Mrs. Elizabeth L, age 86, is a widow whose husband of 63 years
died in 2019. She has two daughters, one who lives with and takes
care of her. Mrs. Elizabeth worked for Swift’s in Salisbury (which
became the Perdue processing plant) as a quality control inspector,
retiring after 20 years. She began having health problems about a
year ago and now uses a wheelchair.

Wheelchair Ramp Project for Gary S.

Volunteers: Asbury Service Project Team
Project Performed in Wicomico County on July 22nd

We received a thank you note from one of her children showing
their appreciation. “My Mother would have no way to get in and
out of the house if it wasn't for the mission helping our Mother.
We truly thank you.”

“Something that really stood out to me
was seeing our youngest girls (age 11 12) come to life and gain confidence…”
Hannah Wilson-Wackett,
Bethesda UMC Youth Director
The Bethesda UMC Youth Director, Hannah Wilson-Wackett, also
provided some feedback about their project day. “We had such a
great experience building with CHM! Although due to COVID we
were unable to have most of the contact with Mrs. Elizabeth, the
rest of the build was wonderful! The CHM staff (we had 3 on-site)
were knowledgeable and inclusive of even our least experienced
students. Something that really stood out to me was seeing our
youngest girls (age 11 - 12) come to life and gain confidence over
those two days. One of our rising 6th grade girls said she "felt
powerful" holding a drill and really liked it...too cute! A rising 7th
grade girl wasn't comfortable using power tools on day one, but by
day two she jumped right in and helped drill in the decking boards
down the whole ramp! She said she "felt more confident" in
herself that day and you see how much it meant to her to be a part
of serving in such a hands-on way. I would highly recommend CHM
to any group - all ages! They make it very doable.”

Mr. Gary S., age 68, is an ex waterman and truck driver who is
retired and wheelchair bound battling several health issues. He and
his wife have been married 40 years, raised 3 children, and have 4
grandchildren. With no wheelchair ramp, it has been exceedingly
difficult to get Gary in and out of the house, requiring two people
to lift him in his wheelchair up and down the steps.
Rick Nelson, CHM Operations Director, said the volunteer team
was great to work with, had a positive experience and the team is
looking forward to doing another project. When the project was
complete and Mr. Gary was presented with the Bible, he became a
little emotional and said, “you don’t know how long I have waited
for this day.”
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CHM SERVING VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES

Wheelchair Ramp Project for William S.

Volunteers: Worcester Friends of CHM
Project Performed in Worcester County on July 15th

So far in 2020, over 52% of the clients we have helped are
Veterans or one of their family members are Veterans. It is
really an honor to serve these men and women and the
families that have supported their sacrifice.
One of the most rewarding parts of being a Volunteer is to hear
their stories. One gentleman on the west side of Salisbury was
captured at the Battle of the Bulge in World War II and was a
POW. Another gentleman near Fairmount was with General
Patton in North Africa.
Hearing Veterans tell their stories is a blessing to anyone who
has the honor to be in their company. Volunteering on one of
our projects frequently yields untold riches as the client gets to
share their stories with another generation. Our Volunteers,
young and maybe not so young, love to listen and ask
questions.
What a great opportunity - you don’t want to miss the next
chance! Isn’t it up to all of us to make sure Veterans and their
families can enjoy the safety and happiness they deserve?
Don Taylor, CHM Executive Director
United States Air Force Veteran

To volunteer or donate to help veterans and their
families, please visit:
www.chesapeakehousingmission.org
CHM Health Advisory Board
Lori Brewster, MS, APRN/BC, LCADC
Health Officer, Wicomico County
Cynthia Calixte, MD, MPH
Somerset County Health Department
James Cockey, MD, FACP
Physician Deputy Health Off/Med Dir Wicomico and Worcester Co.
Stephanie Elliott MHA, BSN, CNN
Director of Community Health Initiatives, PRMC
Roger Harrell, HMA
Health Officer, Dorchester County Health Department
Becky Jones, RN, BSN, MSN
Health Officer, Worcester County Health Department

The Worcester Friends of CHM team performed a wheelchair
project on July 15th for Mr. William S.
Now disabled due to multiple health issues, William is a former
teacher. He lives with his father who is retired. William uses a
wheelchair and walker and has limited mobility. A ramp was
desperately needed to get him in and out of the home.
“What a great day! Rick, Stu, and Eddie were AMAZING!”, said
William. “What great guys and role models for our kids. We were
so appreciative of their knowledge, stamina, and patience. Thank
you!”
Isabelle Kristick, a volunteer from the Worcester Friends of CHM
team, offered feedback about her day working with CHM. “My
experience with CHM was phenomenal. The atmosphere provided
by the mission leaders was accepting, encouraging and fun, While
completing the project, the leaders were always open to questions
and suggestions. They encouraged us to try different activities and
jobs while still ensuring our safety. By the end of the build
everyone leaves fulfilled knowing that we helped a family in
need. CHM also provides a learning opportunity that teaches me
and the other volunteers something that we could not learn in a
classroom.”

Prayer for Strength in Times of Hopelessness
When all is darkness and we feel our weakness and
helplessness, give us the sense of Your presence, Your love, and
Your strength. Help us to have perfect trust in Your protecting
love and strengthening power, so that nothing may frighten or
worry us, for, living close to You, we shall see Your hand, Your
purpose, Your will through all things.
- Author unknown but often attributed to St.
Ignatius of Loyola
Prayer contributed by Dave Gutoskey, CHM Vice Chairman
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Board of Directors
Don Taylor, Executive Director
Vernon Rivers, Chairman
David Gutoskey, Vice Chairman
Steve Hearne, Treasurer
Niki Rutter, Assistant Treasurer
Maureen Williams, Secretary
Stacey Norton, Assistant Secretary
Rick Nelson, Operations Director
Peggy Bradford
Allen Brown
Bill Ferguson
David Mayonado
Advisory Board
Christina Burke
Allen Nelson
Part-Time Staff Coordinators
Steve Brezler, Operations
Sue Cehovic, Volunteer
Bill Craig, Operations
Jill Fears, Volunteer
Ed Hastings, Operations
Mason Olinde, Operations
Laura Schmader, Outreach

Celebrating

11 Years
Over 500

Clients Served

2009—2020

Chesapeake Housing Mission was formed to provide critical home repair services
through Christian Mission to low-income families living in the Chesapeake Region
and is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)3 non-profit. CHM partners with volunteer
teams from local organizations giving them the opportunity to help families in
need in Maryland’s Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico, and Worcester counties.

Why Volunteer? Let Victoria and Grace Olinde tell you.
GRACE OLINDE
How long have you been involved with Chesapeake Housing Mission? I started with CHM eleven years
ago as a freshman in high school as part of Asbury’s ASP team and I loved it so much I’ve continued to
build ramps throughout the last eleven years.
Do you have a memory you’d like to share about one of your ramp builds? They are all special in their
own way but my favorite ramp build was one for a child with cerebral palsy. Her family wasn’t sure how
she was going to get to school because they could no longer lift her. We put up a ramp and she was able
to continue going to school and get outside and experience as much of life as possible.
What would you tell someone wondering if they should get involved with CHM? If you have any
inkling to be a part of CHM, absolutely do it! It’s one of the only organizations where I think you can
change a life in just one day. You show up at 8 AM and by 4 PM you have impacted in a such a positive
way the life of the homeowner and family. They are not shut in anymore. They are able to get out for
medical appointments. They can go see their family. You will change a life in just a few short hours. CHM
is such a great organization and they need volunteers so come on out. You will have a great time—I can
promise you that!

VICTORIA OLINDE
How did you get involved with Chesapeake Housing Mission? One of the founders, Don Taylor, got me
involved with Appalachian Service Project through Asbury Church and I’ve been building ramps every
since.
Why Volunteer for CHM? Because they make a difference in our local communities. They help the
neediest in our communities and you can give a day and change a life.
What would you tell others questioning whether they should join CHM as a volunteer? When I started
eleven years ago I couldn’t even hit a nail with a hammer and now I can lead a wheelchair ramp build.
Anybody can do this. It just takes a day!
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