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How do you and your family stay grounded?
The great majority of us have a wonderful life, maybe not a great one when it comes to material
things but a blessed one when it comes to the important things like loving and being loved, a
warm house, food when we need it and other basics. How many people in our area don’t have
some of these things?
Just because you don’t see evidence of these needs in your daily life, does not mean they don’t
exist. If you live in Dorchester, Wicomico, or Somerset county, you live in 1 of the 3 most poverty stricken counties in Maryland. Come and volunteer with us and we will introduce you to
some of these people, “Your Neighbors on the Lower Shore”.
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Chesapeake Housing Mission

What do you do each day that is not for you or your family? Who have you helped today? If you
want to keep you and your family grounded, spend a day with someone who is just trying to get
by and/or make a financial gift to CHM to help make their homes safer, warmer, drier, and
healthier.

P.O. Box 1061
Salisbury, MD 21802
410-.546.4534
chmed@chesapeakehousingmission.org
www.chesapeakehousingmission.org

Please visit our website (www.chesapeakehousingmission.org) to donate or volunteer—your gift
of resources makes our work possible. Thank you so much for your support!

1,541
Persons Helped
Since 2009

8,913 Volunteers
57,517 Volunteer Hours
Since 2009

31
Persons in Need
Currently on Our
Wait List

June 3rd, Wheelchair Ramp
Volunteer Team: Bay Area CIL
Wicomico County
“The goal of Bay Area CIL’s Independent Living Program is to help
individuals with disabilities live independently in their homes”,
says Dee Still, Independent Living Specialist for Bay Area
CIL. Working towards this goal, Bay Area CIL formed a volunteer
team and built a wheelchair ramp on June 13th.

“Our team (staff), all agreed that pulling together to build a ramp
for the Gibson family was a very rewarding experience. At Bay
Area CIL we are family, and pulling together as a family gave us an
understanding of how much these services are needed in our
disability community. It is a blessing to know that this ramp is
going to allow a resident at the Holly Center with Cerebral Palsy to
come home for family visits. This young man will be ecstatic to be
united with his family in the only home he knows.

A Note from Miss Maddox
To Chesapeake Housing Mission,
I would like to express my gratitude to you and your organization
for helping our family by building a ramp. Now our mother is able
to go to her doctors’ appointments, and she can also enjoy being
outside sitting on the ramp now. Before the ramp was built we
were unable to get her out of the house and had to cancel all her
doctor's appointments. Everyone was just so friendly and caring, I
enjoyed each and everyone of you. You and your organization are
truly appreciated! Thanks from the bottom of our hearts.

Ms. Gibson was happy that our agency stepped in quickly to help
her family. ‘Dr. Jones, Executive Director of Bay Area CIL, and her
staff worked so well together’, said Ms. Gibson. ‘I was amazed at
how Dr. Jones closed the office for a day to volunteer. A lot of
executives just don’t do that. When I looked out my window I saw
a group of angels encamped in my front yard! ...my son’s face lit
up when I told him about our new ramp. He is so excited knowing
that he can now come home for visits.’

Sincerely Yours,
Miss Maddox (daughter of Mrs. Cottman, Somerset County)

Ms. Gibson gave many thanks to Chesapeake Housing Mission for
their love and compassion for helping others in the community. It
was a great day!”
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significant opportunity to help a great number of residents on
the lower shore.

Exciting News!
CHM Now Offers Roof Repair Services

A team from Harvest Baptist Church helped the Stokely family
in Somerset County with roof repair. They had a leaking roof
that caused damage to their ceiling in their bedroom. The team
completed the roof repair on April 27th and began the ceiling
repair on September 28th.

Have you ever had to worry about being warm, safe and dry
from the weather? Not a concern for most of us but 25-30% of
our neighbors face some of these issues.
When a mobile home is over 20 years old, it is usually starting
to leak. Allowing moisture into the home can create unhealthy
situations such as mold. Until now, the only option to resolve
this issue was roofing tar or some other type of coating costing
$3,000 to $5,000, a very large expense to someone living below
the poverty level.

“The Stokely’s are a very sweet couple and were very
appreciative of our willingness to come out and help them
have a better living situation”, says Mary Laurenzano, team
leader for Harvest Baptist Church. “Our goal is to be a blessing
to the people we are going to help but after each experience,
our group of folks walk away with a greater blessing than we
give. We are thankful that God has given us a group with
servant hearts and a desire to help others but the blessing is
both ways. It gives us a greater appreciation for what we have
and how we are called to help others who can’t help
themselves in our community.“

After a country-wide search and with other home repair nonprofits, we came up with a solution and have tested it on two
homes. The verdict is it works!
We power wash the roof and apply 2 coats of a silicone based
coating —No Leaks! The cost of this solution is typically around
$1,000, far less than other available options. Effective for up to
10 years, this long-term roofing repair solution offers a
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May 3rd, Wheelchair Ramp
Volunteer Team: Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School
Somerset County

Giving Tuesday is on December 3rd
We have Black Friday and Cyber Monday—two
days for “getting deals.” Now there is
#GivingTuesday, a global day to give back and
the Community Foundation is providing the
resources to do just that.
Once again CHM will be participating and our goal this year
is to raise $6,000 to build wheelchair ramps for 3 of our
elderly neighbors so that they can safely enter and exit
their homes.
Giving Tuesday is December 3rd but you can schedule a
donation in advance starting November 25th.
Please visit www.shoregivesmore.org/CHM
between 11/25 and 12/3 to help CHM meet our goal!

May 11th, Wheelchair Ramp
Volunteer Team: Asbury ASP
Dorchester County
Saint Francis de Sales ASP volunteer team leaders, Kevin Johnson
and Joe Flanagan, kindly assisted the Most Blessed Sacrament
Catholic School team with on a wheelchair ramp project on May
3rd.
“Thank you so much for the wonderful experience! “, said Theresa
Gabbard, Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School Teacher. “Our
students had a great day and worked hard. Kevin and Joe were
so patient and awesome to work with. Thank you all for the
wonderful guidance. Our students learned so much from Kevin
and Joe. Many of our students asked if they can do this again.
We had a de-briefing today, we all agreed this was so rewarding in
so many ways. I enjoyed watching our students talk with The
Svellings (client). Our students were so touched by the kindness of
this family!

I was so proud of them and the team work they showed. Some
students stood out in ways I had not seen all year. A few of our
girls enjoyed spending time with Mr. Svelling and talking/laughing
with him. Ms. Svelling was so sweet; she came to the door to
wave to the kids when they were done.

On behalf of the Jackson family, we are so grateful for a job well
done. We were overwhelmed by the leaders and the participation
of each person that played a part. We were so impressed by the
way that each one joined in and worked tirelessly from start to
finish. We will forever keep each and every one of you in our
hearts and prayers. We hope that each person that you have
helped will be as grateful as we are. We always remember your
sweet spirit as you continue your work for the Lord.

Andrea (CHM Volunteer Coordinator) - this ran so
smoothly. Thank you for working with us and we hope to do this
again in the future.”

Sincere and grateful, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson
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CHM Serving Veterans and Their Families

May 14th, Roof Repair
Volunteer Team: Taylor Team

So far In 2019, over 50% of the 71 clients we have helped are
Veterans or one of their family members are Veterans. It is
really an honor to serve these men and women and the
families that have supported their sacrifice.

June 3rd, Flooring Repair
Volunteer Team: Salisbury School
Worcester County

One of the most rewarding parts of being a Volunteer is to
hear their stories. One gentleman on the west side of Salisbury
was captured at the Battle of the Bulge in World War II and
was a POW. Another gentleman near Fairmount was with
General Patton in North Africa.

“I am elated that Chesapeake Housing Mission was able to help
me with my roofing as well as flooring”, says Miss Jarmon of
Worcester County. “My roof was leaking, now it no longer have
that problem. I live in a mobile home so the flooring isn't that
good after years. Thanks be to God Chesapeake helped me with
this problem as well. Thanks so much for your blessings towards
me. It is a true benefit to me and people who can't afford to have
the work done.”

More recently a Marine Vietnam Veteran needed help with a
wheelchair ramp and a leaking roof. Members of the Salisbury
Rotary Club and the Allen Lions Club helped with these
projects and came away richer for the time they spent with
these heroes.
Hearing Veterans tell their stories is a blessing to anyone who
has the honor to be in their company. Volunteering on one of
our projects frequently yields untold riches as the client gets
to share their stories with another generation. Our Volunteers,
young and maybe not so young, love to listen and ask
questions.
What a great opportunity - you don’t want to miss the next
chance! Isn’t it up to all of us to make sure Veterans and their
families can enjoy the safety and happiness they deserve?
Don Taylor, CHM Executive Director
United States Air Force Veteran

To volunteer or donate to help veterans and their
families, please visit :
chesapeakehousingmission.org
or BIT.LY/CHM_DONATE

Stay Connected on Social Media
Find us on Facebook: ChesapeakeHousingMission
Follow us on Instagram: ChesapeakeHM

Lord my God, when your love spilled over into creation, You
thought of me. I am from Love, of Love, for Love.

Let my heart, O God, always recognize, cherish, and enjoy your
goodness in all of creation. Direct all that is me to your praise.
Teach me reverence for every person, all things. Energize me in
your service.

On April 6th, GGI teamed up with
Chesapeake Housing Mission to build
a ramp for Ms. Johnson, a very
deserving homeowner in Worcester
County, Maryland. Thank you
Chesapeake Housing Mission for giving us the opportunity to put
our skills to work.

Lord God may nothing ever distract me from your love... Neither
health nor sickness, wealth nor poverty, honor nor dishonor,
long life nor short life. May I never seek nor choose to be other
than You intend me to be.
Amen.

- Gillis Gilkerson April Newsletter

Prayer contribution from Dave Gutoskey, CHM Board Member
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Celebrating

10 Years
Over 450
Clients Served

2009—2019

Are
You
Aware

that Chesapeake Housing Mission is the only
agency in the lower four counties providing
this type of service for those without the
means to afford it themselves?

Are
You
Aware

that Chesapeake Housing Mission only services clients
referred by local agencies skilled in assessing physical and
financial needs? ...agencies like Bay Area CIL, SCCOA,
PRMC, MAC, WorCOA, Delmarva Community Services
and County Health Departments.

Are
You
Aware

that Chesapeake Housing Mission is servicing
3 out of the top 5 most poverty stricken
counties in Maryland (Dorchester, Wicomico
and Somerset)?

Would
You
Agree

that it makes good business sense to keep people in their
homes as long as possible by making needed
repairs versus placing them in state supported institutions?

Are
You
Aware

that in 2018, 56.5% of those we helped were
veterans or families of veterans and that we
are on target to hit a similar number this year?

Chesapeake Housing Mission was formed to provide critical home repair services
through Christian Mission to low-income families living in the Chesapeake Region
and is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)3 non-profit. CHM partners with volunteer
teams from local organizations giving them the opportunity to help families in need in
Maryland’s Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico, and Worcester counties.
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September 14th, Wheelchair Ramp
Volunteer Team: Wicomico Rotary Club
Worcester County

